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FIND & CAR You're sick of the stress of ying commercial
airlines, but buying into a private-jet program
seems prohibitively expensive. Now there are
cheaper ways.

FIND A JOB

In years past, hiring an airplane and crew was a
complicated, potentially risky a air that
involved calling a local charter operator and
negotiating for a plane and pilots. Fractional
ownership, in which companies sell a share of
an airplane, opened up the private-jet world by
making planes easier to buy and schedule. That
was followed by jet-card programs -- in which
you can buy as little as 10 hours of ying for
about $44,000 -- reducing the cost further.

Now, charter brokers are bringing the cost
down even more by making it simpler to hire
planes for single trips, called "on-demand"
charters, on a pay-as-you-go basis -- no buying
into an airplane or prebuying hours of ying
time. Several rms are simplifying the process
by collecting bids from charter companies for
interested iers and making arrangements from
car service to onboard catering. At the same
time, the private-jet world's two main safety
rating agencies are making it possible for
consumers to check charter companies and
individual pilots to make sure their ight has
aviation's equivalent of a Good Housekeeping
seal of approval.

"Anyone who has own with frequency starts

to realize that all these planes aren't the same," says Greg Johnson, chief executive of OneSky
Jets in Manchester, N.H., explaining why such ratings are especially important for private-jet
clients.
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o ersasimple "TripCHEQ" that rates a particular ight with a green, yellow or red light, based
on the record of the operator and the experience of the pilots (www.aviationresearch.com).

"We see more and more consumers using the system," said Kathy Tyler, director of sales at
ARG/US. "They want to make sure the good, the bad and the ugly are known."

You can buy a TripCHEQ for $250, or ask the br oker you use or charter operator you hire to
provide it. Of 42,000 charter trips ARG/US checked in the past year, 12% failed to meet its
standards. In most cases, the pilots failed to meet the rm's strict experience requirements. In
order to get a green-light rating, the two pilots musthave combined time in that type of airplane
of 250 hours, among other criteriaFamiliarity with the airplane makes a di erence in crash
statistics.

Wyvern is currently o ering free of charge a beta version of its new Pilot & Aircraft Safety
Survey, or PASS, reports ( www.wyvernltd.com). With PASS reports, you can specify safety
criteria you want or use Wyvern's recommended standards. Once formally launched, the
company will probably charge $99 for each PASS report, says Bonney Pelley, Wyvern's vice
president of operations. Virgin Charter has already signed up to o er PASS to all its customers.

Wyvern audits charter operators and labels them either "Wyvern Recommended" or not.
Currently, 112 of the 1,280 jet charter operators irthe U.S. are recommended, Ms. Pelley says.
Separately, each trip can be evaluated as to whether it is "Wyvern Compliant” -- that is, it meets
Wyvern's standards regardless of whether the operator is recommended or not. There has never
been a fatality on a "Wyvern Compliant" ight, she says.

Write to Scott McCartney at middleseat@wsj.com
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